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New Addition to CCWW! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss your summer update from Community Church? This 
summer required some shuffling when, on July 7th, pastors 
Caitlin and Garrett Harper welcomed the newest addition to the 
Community Church family, Asa Adam Harper. Born two 
months early at 4 lbs 7 oz, Asa was eager to see the world! Be-
cause he was a premie, he spent a few weeks hanging out with 
the good folks in the NICU before heading home with Garrett 
and Caitlin. He is doing well – no longer such a tiny squirt, but 
finally a chubby, squirmy baby! Things are looking good for 
baby Asa and family! 
 

Asa’s current interests include wiggling, snuggling, sleeping, 
gaining weight, making faces, yawning, and blinking. Asa’s 
dislikes include diaper changes and bath time. 
 

Garrett, Caitlin, and Asa are thankful for your prayers and sup-
port during a time that is equal parts joyful and hectic! Thanks 
to the many people who helped rearrange things as our pastors’ 
family leave came earlier than planned, particularly those  
community partners, board members, and friends, who covered 
all the Sunday preaching, Thursday night worship, and       
Wednesday morning worship while our pastors were away.  

Be Who You Needed at Their 
Age: Introducing Children's 

Minister Kia Jenkins 
CCWW has always cared about children. Keep Kia 
in prayer as she uses her passion and Mary Pop-
pins magic to take things to the next level! 

My name is Kia, and 
I am the children's 
minister for      
Community Church 
Without Walls. I am 
24 years old, I come 
from a big family, 
and I love what I do. 
If you asked the kids 
I work with about 
me, they would tell 
you that I love anything that is purple, and I cannot 
resist a good pun. They are pretty accurate --   color 
me surprised. I have lived in West End my entire 
life so it makes sense that I consider it my safe 
place, my home, my passion, and my dreams. If I 
had to live out my calling anywhere, I would be 
glad to live it out here. 

   When I think about how I vision the ministry, 
what it does, and what it is all about, I just think 
back to myself and how I grew up in that same   
situation. It's amazing seeing kids with traits that 
remind me of myself, my siblings, my friends, or 
peers I often saw in passing at that age. I think of 
how we felt, what we went through, what helped, 
what didn't. Most of all, I think of what we needed. 
What did we need to hear? What kind of person did 
we respond to? What ideas impacted how we 
thought? How did the community help us?  

   I do my best to use these questions to find and 
make answers that will help the kids I work with 
grow into their best selves. More importantly I 
wanted them to know this community is beautiful 
and has plenty of support and love to give. When 
people come to get involved with this program, I 
always tell them that motto: Be for them who you 
needed when you were that age.  

   My hope for kids touched by this program is for 
them to know they are loved. No matter what hap-
pens, where they go, or who they decide to be, God 
loves them, and so do we. 
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Hallways, Meetings, Meals, and Porches: A 
word from CCWW’s summer intern 

Join With Us — Return This Today 
YES! I want to know more about the Community Church Without Walls. 

  I want a pastor to call me.  
 

  I want to enter into a partner covenant with the Community Church Without Walls by promising to support the church 
 through prayer. 
 

  I want to enter into a partner covenant with the Community Church Without Walls by giving  
      $ ________ as a one-time gift,      $_________as a monthly gift,      $ ________as an annual gift. 
 

       If your address is incorrect, please make changes on reverse and return this to us so we can update our mailing list. 
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This summer, CCWW welcomed summer ministry intern Christina Schmitt. A seminary student at Candler 
School of Theology and a candidate for ministry in the North Alabama Conference, Christina participated in 
the Conference’s Exploration program, a summer internship for young adults exploring a call to ministry in        
marginalized and low-income settings. We were blessed by her talent, passion, and commitment this summer! 
 

Hello! My name is Christina, and I was the summer intern at Community Church Without Walls. I spent this sum-
mer shadowing Garrett and Caitlin and learning more about the purpose and role of CCWW in the West End Com-
munity. This included participating in Sunday afternoon worship service, Wednesday morning Table of Grace, and 
Thursday Community Nights. This internship surpassed attending worship services, though. The Harpers encour-
aged me to have conversations with community members. They tasked me to know concerns and passions and 
learn what they bring to the community. I spent much of my summer learning about people in West End. I learned 
about their passions, their pasts, and what dreams they have for their neighborhood, the city of Birmingham, and 
the world. These conversations happened in hallways and neighborhood meetings, over meals and on front porches. 

The most important thing I learned this summer is how vital community development is in the church. Through 
conversations, I learned about things neighbors want to see be done in their community, and plans of action to 
make that happen. Sometimes I connected people who expressed similar concerns to me, sometimes I learned about 
a completely new concern I was unaware of. Regardless, each conversation brought me closer to this community 
and the people in it.  

I cannot walk away from this summer saying I have done something significant in the West End community, that I 
have completed a task that betters the neighborhood here or helps people. Rather, my time this summer amplified 
the importance of community development to me, as a person of faith, and a person in pursuit of ordination in the 
United Methodist Church. After this summer, I am more aware of how we are all created uniquely by God and the 
task of the church to be sure we provide spaces for our neighbors to live into their identities and passions. This, I 
believe, is what the kingdom can look like on Earth as it is in Heaven.  
 

Christina Schmitt                                                                                                                                                                                            
Candler School of Theology                                                                                                                              
MDiv., 2019  

Youth Rock Climbing 
 When Pastor Garrett Harper is done with his    

preacherly duties for the week, he spends his 
spare time rock climbing around North           
Alabama. Belay certified and trained in teaching 
climbing techniques, Garrett is sometimes able 
to blend his two passions by bringing a gaggle of 
youth and young adults from CCWW. For many 
for our young people, rock climbing isn’t a sport 
that’s been on their radar, but all of them relish 
the opportunity to connect with nature and      
explore, so it’s often a popular event.  Kudos to 
our young folks for being adventurous, and to 
Pastor Garrett for teaching a new sport!  


